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Dates to Note 

November 
Tues, 11/5 - Parent Teacher Conferences DONATE 

Martes, 11/5 - Conferencia de padres y maestros 

Thurs, 11/7 - Parent Teacher Conferences DONATE 

Jueves, 11/7 - Conferencia de padres y maestros 

Thurs, 11/7 - San Mateo High School’s Meet and Greet 

Jueves, 11/7 - San Mateo High School - Conoce y Saluda la 

noche para 8 grado 

Fri, 11/8 - Minimum Day 

Vier, 11/8 - Dia Minimo 

Mon, 11/11 - Veterans Day, No School 

Lunes, 11/11 - Dia de los Veteranos, sin escuela 

Wed, 11/13 - Abbott Winter Sports Night, 5:30 pm, Abbott Gym 

Miercoles, 11/13 - Noche de deportes de invierno 

Wed, 11/13 - 8th-Grade Promotion Planning meeting, 7 pm, 

Abbott Library 

Miercoles, 11/13 - Reunión de planificación por Promoción de 

octavo grado 

Thurs, 11/14 - Abbott’s Spaghetti and Bingo Night, 6:30 - 8 PM, 

Abbott Gym 

Jueves, 11/14 - Noche de espagueti y bingo de Abbott 

Wed, 11/20 - Dine out for Abbott Drama Boosters - CPK at 

Hillsdale Mall 

Miercoles, 11/20 - Cenar por Abbott Drama Boosters 

Thurs, 11/21 - Superintendent Coffee Chat, 6:30 - 8:30, Abbott 

Library 

Jueves, 11/21 - Charla de café con Superintendente Rosas 

Wed, 11/27 - Fri, 11/29 - Thanksgiving Break 

Mier, 11/27 - Vier, 11/29 - Receso de Acción de Gracias 
 

Para obtener más información, llame a Norma Flores al (650) 312-7600. 

 Quick links: 

 

● Abbott PTA General Meeting dates: 1/21, 
3/17, and 5/19 

● Abbott Middle School website 

● Abbott Athletics 

● Abbott School Calendar  

● All in for Abbott: Join the PTA and make 
your donation here. 

● Signup Genius for Conference Day 
Donations 

● SMFCSD lunch menu 

● MySchoolBucks.com: Add funds to your 
student’s meal account here. 

● SMFCSD School Calendars for 2019-20 
and 2020-21 

● Order your Falcon Yearbook online or 
submit your order form to the office. Make 
checks payable to Abbott Middle School. 

● Volunteer Hours Reporting - Volunteer 
hours include all participation (both on and 
off campus) in supporting PTA events and 
activities. Help us keep track using our 
online form.  

 

   

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054CA5AE28A1F49-conference
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054CA5AE28A1F49-conference
http://abbott.smfcsd.net/
http://abbott.smfcsd.net/student-activities/after-school-sports/after-school-sports-overview.html
http://abbott.smfcsd.net/calendar-and-menu/school-calendar.html
https://my.cheddarup.com/me/abbottpta
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054CA5AE28A1F49-conference
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054CA5AE28A1F49-conference
http://www.smfcsd.net/en/nutrition-and-school-meals/menus.html
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
http://www.smfcsd.net/en/calendar/district-calendar.html
http://abbott.schoolyearbookstore.com/
https://forms.gle/pLNBtXHXC6DdP5jS6


All in for Abbott!
A special Parent Bulletin insert highlighting new and exciting things at Abbott.

Vol. 1, Issue 2
November 2019

Questions with...5
Who was your favorite teacher in middle school?

My physical education teacher, Mr. Poyer, was my 
favorite teacher in middle school. He made all of his 
students feel welcome and created a really inviting 
classroom environment. He also had fun and engag-
ing lessons that ensured participation from all of us!

What are some hobbies that you enjoy?

My absolute favorite thing to do is travel. I love going 
to new countries, meeting interesting people, and 
experiencing new cultures. The delicious food is 
always a plus! When I’m not traveling, I enjoy staying 
active and being outside. Hiking, snowboarding, and 
swimming are a few of my favorite seasonal activities 
back in New Jersey!

Any favorite movie or movie genre?

I really enjoy watching comedies. You can never 
have enough laughter!

Favorite musician?

My favorite musician would have to be Billy Joel. I 
saw him in concert at Madison Square Garden and 
couldn’t have asked for a better performance!

Any advice for Abbott students?

My advice for Abbott students is to always be open.  
Be open to trying new things, befriending new peo-
ple, and stepping out of your comfort zone. Do what 
makes you happy and enjoy every minute of your 
experience here!

Ms. Lynne Von Glahn p.e. teacher

Ms. Amanda Vaughn
Who was your favorite teacher in middle 
school?

My favorite teacher in middle school was actually 
the night custodian. He was a really cool guy who 
would start his shift by eating lunch with us. He 
had several pet birds. He would walk around with 
the birds on his shoulder before he started his job 
cleaning the school.

What was your favorite subject in middle 
school?

My favorite subject in middle school was art. Art 
class was a fun place because I was able to try 
new things like paper mache, and building things. 
In eighth grade I made a paper mache mask with 
electric lights in the eyes. I thought it was awe-
some.

What are some hobbies you enjoy?

My favorite hobbies are drawing, reading and 
taking hikes.

Any advice for Abbott students?

My advice for Abbott students to take risks when 
they do artwork. It is ok to make mistakes. It is the 
best way to learn. 

What would you like to see more of at Abbott?

I would love to see more students working on 
collaborative art projects at Abbott.  Students 
could take ownership of organizing an art show, for 
example. 

art teacher
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Abbott Flag Football

The 2019 Abbott Flag Football team was truly a repre-
sentation of teamwork. Though officially placed in the 7th 
grade/Junior Varsity division, the team was made up of 

a mix of sixth, seventh and eighth-graders, as there were not 
enough players to form teams at all levels.

Limited to only three practices before their first game and boxed 
into playing seven games in three weeks, the 19-man Falcons 
team rushed out to a 3-0 record and were 4-3 by the time fall 
break rolled around. Facing three back to back games to end 
the season, the Falcons went 2-1 to finish with a 6-4 record and 
a playoff berth.

Once again, the Falcons faced a scheduling adversity and 
entered the playoffs on the same day that four of its sixth grade 
players were attending Outdoor Ed.

Playing with its back to the wall the entire game, the Falcons 
closed the deficit to being just five points down, with the ball 
and only four plays left in the game. After crossing midfield with 
just one play left in the game, the Falcons’ last play came up 
short which ended a very exciting game and a very successful 
season.

The JV team was able to build off of a 1-8-1 record as a sixth 
grade team to a 6-5 overall as a mixed JV team. In keeping with 
that same level of improvement, the eighth grade Varsity team 
for the 2020 season should see no limits to its accomplishments!

~ Coach Rich

The Volleyball season has now ended. The season 
has been stretched over 6 weeks playing at 
least 10 games. The top 6 teams in the district 

will make it to the playoffs for the championship. Major 
shout out to the 6B team that has already secured a 
spot in the playoffs. Every grade has an A and B team 
made up of 11-12 girls. That means there are at least 
70 girls participating this season. All of the teams have 
improved in skills and have developed into competitive 
teams. We have 5 coaches with one wonderful teacher 
coaching two teams.

~ Coach Tracy

Do you have some                   
Abbott news to share? 

Is there a favorite teacher or staff  member we should 
feature? Would you like your student’s club, athletic 
team, and/or other interests spotlighted here?

Email your suggestions, hot tips, cool photos, and/or 
requests for information to:

Melanie Baldwin at executive-vp@abbottpta.org. Flag football photos from Jill Watkins

7A Volleyball photos from Tracy Fletcher

Abbott Volleyball

mailto:
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We had another well-attended general meeting on Tuesday, 
October 22nd. Thanks to all who spent their evening with 
us. It was great to see new faces and see so many families 
engaged in our school. Huge thanks to our special guests, 
Officer Stephen Bennett and our Abbott counserlors, Ms. 
Kimberly Tran and Ms. McKenzie Hunt. Special shout-out 
to Vice-Principal Walter Valencia for stepping in as our 
Spanish translator, along with serving as our administrative 
representative. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 21st and our 
special guest will be Principal Jeff Gilbert from Hillsdale 
High School. Hope to see you then!

Thanks to the generous support of our members and 
Abbott community, the PTA is able to fill in some of the 
funding gaps and bring in much needed resources. How-
ever, we can always do bigger and better things with more 
members and more support. Dream big with us and visit 
our website to go 

        “All in for Abbott!”

While 8th-grade promotion seems ages away, planning for the 
end-of-year activities will soon be underway. Please join us for 
a planning meeting on Wednesday, November 13 at 7 pm in 
the Abbott Library. Many hands will make for light work, so the 
more helpers, the merrier. 

8th-graders usually enjoy a picnic, a breakfast, and a dance, 
along with the promotion ceremony. 7th-grade parents are wel-
come to come help out so you can get a sense of what’s in store 
for your student. Let’s work together and create special memo-
ries for our stellar 8th-graders!

Questions, please email Jenna Carson at jalcarson@stanforda-
lumni.org.

Interested in seeing more PTA support for Abbott? Would you like 
to have a say in how we enrich and expand our programs? Join 
the PTA and/or make a direct donation so we can bring more 
cool things to Abbott!

Visit AbbottPTA.org today. Go Falcons!

PTA General Meeting

8th-Grade Promotion

2019 promotion ceremony

https://smfcabbottpta.wixsite.com/abbottpta
mailto:
mailto:
http://abbottpta.org
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Update from the PTA Meeting 

Many thanks to our special guests, Officer Stephen Bennett and Abbott Counselors Ms. Kimberly Tran and 
Ms. McKenzie Hunt, at our last PTA meeting. They shed some light on many issues of concern. We are excited 
to see them roll out their programs and are happy to support their efforts.  

It was great to see so many faces and to see our Abbott families engaged. We hope to see even more at our next 
meeting. Please mark your calendar for the next one: Tuesday, January 21 at 7 pm, Abbott Library. 

Mock Trial Club’s first meeting: Monday, Nov. 4 

Is your student interested in the U.S. justice system? Does he or she like to debate and argue a point? Would he 
or she like to be part of an amazing and fun team? If so, then consider Abbott Mock Trial, led by Hillsdale Senior 
Brie Sloves and Teacher Sponsor Ms. Scott. Students will be learning about the process of a criminal trial and 
will be arguing a case against Hillsdale High School students in March.  

Join us Mondays 3:20-4:30 (Starting November 4th) in Room 21. Check out the team calendar at 
bit.ly/AbbottMTCal. 

Youth Perspectives on Mental Health event 

hosted by Congresswoman Jackie Speier and the SM Union High School District 

Tuesday, November 5, 6 - 8 pm 
Hillsdale High Little Theater 

Are you a student and feel like adults don’t understand you and won’t listen to you? Do you have friends who are 
struggling and you don’t know how to help? Are you a parent seeing that your child is depressed but you don’t 
know how to help her move forward? You are not alone. In California, 12% of youth reported at least one major 
depressive episode in the last year. In San Mateo County, we have some of the highest rates of teen 
hospitalizations for mental health-related issues in the state. 

Please join Congresswoman Speier, students, school administrators, and mental health professionals for a panel 
conversation titled “Learning to Listen: Youth Perspectives on Mental Health." 

Click here for more information and to book your tickets. 

8th Graders and their Families: San Mateo High’s Info Night 

San Mateo High, https://www.smuhsd.org/domain/745 

Meet and Greet: Thursday, November 7 at 6:30 pm in the SMHS Library 

7th and 8th Grade Basketball Sports Night 

Fall Sport Night for 7th and 8th Graders will be on Wednesday, Nov. 13 at 5:30 pm in the Abbott Gym. This is 
mandatory for all players and (at least one) parent. Come meet our coaches, get communication info and have 
your questions answered about this season. Please bring a check or credit card to complete your donation. 
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http://bit.ly/AbbottMTCal
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/learning-to-listen-youth-perspectives-on-mental-health-tickets-75969509849
https://abbottpta.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=17b283bdec2c2ddb7e83dc88f&id=7b5128f531&e=79259e9812
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8th Grade Promotion Planning Meeting 

Are you interested in helping to organize the eighth grade promotion activities in June? Come to our first planning 
meeting and learn the ins and outs of 8th grade promotion on Wednesday, Nov. 13 at 7 pm in the Abbott Library. 
Contact chair Jenna Carson for more information at jalcarson@stanfordalumni.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earn 8% back for Abbott PTA using Shutterfly 

Have you heard? We now have an Abbott PTA storefront for Shutterfly. Every 
order earns 8% back for Abbott PTA with no extra effort or cost to you. It’s a 
win-win! Be sure to keep our storefront in mind when you are shopping for 
holiday or everyday gifts. Shutterfly has lots of great deals on fun and 
memorable gift ideas, so check it out today! 

Reflections:  A National PTA Art Program 

Does your student enjoy art, music and dance or have an interest in writing, producing films and taking photos? 
Then join us and have fun unleashing your inner artist with PTA Reflections! This year’s theme, “Look Within,” 
calls for your own unique interpretation through the arts. Pick up submission guidelines and an entry form today 
by emailing reflectionssmfcpta@gmail.com. All entries are due by November 30, 2019. 

For inspiration, visit the Reflections virtual art gallery and learn more about prizes and scholarships at 
PTA.org/Reflections/Awards. 

3 
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Dine Out for Abbott Drama 

Boosters 

Help support our Abbott Drama Boosters by 
dining at CPK (Hillsdale Mall) on Wednesday, 
November 20. 20% of the proceeds will go back 
to support our spring production in 2020. 
Purchases include dine-in, takeout, catering and 
all beverages. Thanks for your support! 

Teacher Wish Lists are Back! 

Support our teachers - they need supplies that 
are specific to their subject taught or classroom 
and to communicate these needs, we’ve created 
the Teacher Wish List Program. Teachers create 
Amazon Wish Lists for supplies needed and 
parents can shop for specific teachers. Some 
teachers also include gift card wishes in case 
parents wish to purchase a personal gift for their 
teacher. See if your teacher has a Wish List and 
consider donating - order off their Amazon list 
and the items ship directly to them at Abbott. 
Personal gift cards can be purchased on your 
own and sent to school with your student. Thank 
you for supporting our teachers! 

 

Book Fair Help Needed 

The book fair is scheduled for January 28-31. The PTA is looking for 
someone who will Chair or Co-Chair the event. This person(s) would 
ideally be available to help most of the days, assist our librarian with 
setting up the event, taking it down, being present at most of the shifts, 
helping count the money at the end of the day (only counting the 
money, this person would not be responsible for holding or depositing 
the funds).  

It takes a village to actually put on the book fair, and a sign up genius 
will go out for help on the days of the event. We are just looking for 
someone(s) to be a consistent point of contact and support for our 
librarian throughout the week.  

If you are interested or have any questions, please let Kristi know at president@abbottpta.org.  
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https://smfcabbottpta.wixsite.com/abbottpta/teacher-wish-lists
https://smfcabbottpta.wixsite.com/abbottpta/teacher-wish-lists
https://smfcabbottpta.wixsite.com/abbottpta/teacher-wish-lists
https://smfcabbottpta.wixsite.com/abbottpta/teacher-wish-lists
https://smfcabbottpta.wixsite.com/abbottpta/teacher-wish-lists
mailto:president@abbottpta.org
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Abbott PTA: Become a Member Today! 

We welcome all to our PTA meetings, but only members have the right to vote on 
matters. So please consider going “All in for Abbott” this year and joining our 
ranks. Sign up for PTA membership and to make a donation at our website 
abbottpta.org. Upcoming PTA general meeting dates: Jan. 21, Mar. 17, and 
May 19. 

Thank you to all families who have joined the Abbott PTA. 

Why join the PTA? 

● Be a part of a group of parents and teachers working together for 
common goal. 

● Stay informed and learn how PTA dollars are spent. 
● PTA Sponsors & Promotes: Sports, Technology, Music, Drama, and Art 

programs, and more! 

Fundraising Update  

Since our last fundraising update, we have seen more donations come in, getting us up to ~$23,000. Our budget 
for this year is based on raising $30,000 through our Direct Donation Campaign (aka “Falcon Fund”).  

We are still in need of a Fundraising Chair on our PTA Board. This open position has left our calendar for the 
year void of any fundraisers, making our reliance on the direct donation campaign (and company matching) that 
much more important. 

Your donations fund the PTA budget which supports teacher and school program requests -- things such as field 
trip transportation, student assemblies, classroom materials and more. Please consider donating, if you have not 
yet done so. 

To donate online, visit www.abbottpta.org or go directly to Cheddar Up. where recurring payment options are 
available and you can enter any amount you please. 

Or if you prefer paying by check, you can download the membership/donation form and mail it to us at 600 36th 
Ave, San Mateo 94403 or put it in an envelope and drop it off at the school office in our PTA collection box. 

 

Company Matches - Here’s an easy way to make your money go further — does your company match 
donations? If so, please submit whatever paperwork you need to make a match for Abbott happen. Need a 
receipt? Contact fundraising@abbottpta.org. We don’t have a Fundraising Chair right now, but this email is being 
monitored by our president Kristi Puls. Don’t know if your company matches? Check out this resource: 
http://www.masterworks.org/support/matchinggifts.pdf 
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http://www.abbottpta.org/
http://www.abbottpta.org/
https://apta-join-donate.cheddarup.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jzTDXqnFy2GxD4icPCe4JDyYQYwFmpge/view?usp=sharing
mailto:fundraising@abbottpta.org
http://www.masterworks.org/support/matchinggifts.pdf
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Superintendent Coffee Chats 

Superintendent Rosas will hold four Coffee Chats during the month of 
November. Coffee Chats provide an avenue for families and community 
members to stay informed about District initiatives and events taking place in 
San Mateo-Foster City schools.  

Chats are scheduled both mornings and evenings. Parents and community 
members are welcome to attend any or all Chats. Spanish translation will be 
available. 

November 7, 6:30–7:30 pm (NEW DATE!) 
Bayside Academy 

November 19, 8:30–9:30 am 
Bowditch Middle School 

November 21, 6:30–7:30 pm 
Abbott Middle School 

November 26, 8:30–9:30 am 
Borel Middle School 

 

Parent Bulletin News 

The parent bulletin will go out twice monthly (during the school year), and can be found on the School Loop site, 
along with other information. Please scroll to the right of the student grades section for school, PTA and other 
event happenings at Abbott. The parent bulletin can also be found on the PTA’s website: www.abbottpta.org.  
 
Questions? Contact Kristi Puls at president@abbottpta.org 
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Easy Ways to Support Abbott: 

Amazon Smile 

 

Falcon Gear 

 

     Abbott’s Shutterfly Storefront 
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https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D94-6171175%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_94-6171175_cl%26token%3DG6LYn10HK9BKh0XLfrH7gH7NlM89yZqeZo4qQIhaOHFc%252BGEqvPJCqeVZf94xgOyYCAwSFt0bM7vKSM8ZQry3JQ%253D%253D
https://www.prepsportswear.com/school/us/california/san-mateo/abbott-middle-school-falcons?schoolid=277581&utm_source=shareasale&sscid=91k3_ibir6
http://abbottpta.shutterflystorefront.com/
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